
 
 

 
 

April 29, 2014 
 
The Honorable Assemblywoman Deborah J. Glick 
Chair, Assembly Committee on Higher Education 
Legislative Office Building, Room 717 
Albany,  New York  12248 
 
Dear Assemblywoman Glick:    
 
We would like to, first and foremost, thank you for your willingness to listen to the field and to work 
with the leadership of university-based teacher and leader preparation programs within the context of 
the current policy agenda. 
 
There are no school-based factors more crucial to a student’s academic success than having an effective 
teacher in a school led by an effective principal. In its new report, the Program for International Student 
Assessment (PISA) made it clear, “…the quality of a school system cannot exceed the quality of its 
teachers.”  New York is raising standards for student learning by implementing the Common Core, but 
that effort can only succeed if we expect this same excellence from the educators who will teach them. 
 
Given the decision of the New York State Board of Regents in their emergency action on Tuesday, April 
29, the proposed legislative action by the Assembly relating to candidates for certificates in classroom 
teaching service (Bill # A09207-B)  will 



 
 

 
 

Nonetheless, we do support a safety net for teacher candidates so that they can begin teaching and 
repaying their student loans.  The emergency action passed by the Board of Regents on April 29, 2014 
provides this.    With this in mind, we also support the identification of a formative plan that would 
facilitate teacher education preparation programs in using these data to inform their programs, rather 
than using preliminary pass rates of the new assessments for institutional profiles and federally reported 
data.  The need for financial assistance to offset the cost of the teacher certification examinations 
continues to escalate and we ask for additional vouchers that could be available for higher education 
students with demonstrated financial need.   
 
Every year, roughly 16,000 teacher candidates graduate from schools of education in New York State. It 
is of the utmost of importance that we work together with our accreditation agency, P-12 partners, and 



 
 

 
 

 
Christine C. Givner, Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Education 
SUNY Fredonia 
 
 

Deborah Shanley 
Deborah Shanley,  Ph.D. 
Dean,  School of Education 
Brooklyn College,  City University of New York 

 

 
Lori V. Quigley, Ph.D. 
Dean,  Esteves School of Education 
The Sage Colleges 
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