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Nonetheless, we do support a safety net for teacher candidates so that they can begin teaching and 
repaying their student loans.  The emergency action passed by the Board of Regents on April 29, 2014 
provides this.    With this in mind, we also support the identification of a formative plan that would 
facilitate teacher education preparation programs in using these data to inform their programs, rather 
than using preliminary pass rates of the new assessments for institutional profiles and federally reported 
data.  The need for financial assistance to offset the cost of the teacher certification examinations 
continues to escalate and we ask for additional vouchers that could be available for higher education 
students with demonstrated financial need.   
 
Every year, roughly 16,000 teacher candidates graduate from schools of education in New York State. It 
is of the utmost of importance that we work together with our accreditation agency, P-12 partners, and 
policy officials in the State Education Department to fully implement the necessary reform, as the calls 
for improvement in teacher preparation have come from the federal government, teacher unions, 
leadership organizations, and higher education accreditation bodies. 
 
We owe it to our prospective teachers to make sure they are ready for the challenges of the classroom. 
More importantly, we owe it to children and youth across our State to ensure their teachers can 
facilitate their learning and advancement in all subjects. Teaching is the core of every student’s 
opportunity for success.  Higher standards for our teachers will mean better chances for our students to 
graduate ready for 21st century colleges and careers.  
 
Not only do we embrace the research-based assessment of the edTPA as a good measure for entry into 
the profession, we believe that the expectations of this assessment are aligned with the high standards 
of our profession, of our accrediting body, and of the needs of classroom teachers . . . from their first 
day on the job.    We thank you for the opportunity to share our perspective with you and do ask that 
you reconsider pursuing the proposed legislative bill in the Senate. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Jane Ashdown, Ph.D. 
Dean, Ruth S. Ammon School of Education 
Adelphi University 
 

 
Debra A. Colley, Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Education 
Niagara University 
 

 
Kathleen DaBoll-Lavoie, Ph.D. 
Chair, Department of Inclusive Childhood Education 
Nazareth College 
 






Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		letter-lavalle-edtpa.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 30


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
