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____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

FOR INSTITUTE USE ONLY 

FILING FOR SCHOOL 
YEAR: __________________ 

DATE RECEIVED: _______ 

DISCLOSURE OF FINANCIAL INTEREST 
BY A NOT-FOR-PROFIT CHARTER SCHOOL 

EDUCATION CORPORATION TRUSTEE 

1. Name of education corporation:_ Democracy Prep New York________________________ _ 

2. Trustee’s name (print):__Kenneth J. Weiller 

3. Position(s) on board, if any: (e.g., chair, treasurer, commi
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10. Identify each individual, business, corporation, union association, firm, partnership, committee 
proprietorship, franchise holding company, joint stock company, business or real estate trust, 
non-profit organization, or other organization or group of people doing business with the 
education corporation and in which such entity, during the preceding school year (July 1 – June 
30), you and/or your immediate family member(s) had a financial interest or other relationship. 
If you are a member, director, officer or employee of an organization formally partnered with 
the education corporation that is doing business with the education corporation through a 
management or services agreement, you need not list every transaction between such entity 
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10. Identify each individual, business, corporation, union association, firm, partnership, committee 
proprietorship, franchise holding company, joint stock company, business or real estate trust, 
non-profit organization, or other organization or group of people doing business with the 
education corporation and in which such entity, during the pr
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Democracy Prep New York Charter Schools 
Board of Trustees Meeting 

GTIS 
8:00 AM – July 10, 2019 

787 Seventh Avenue, 50th Floor New York, NY  

Meeting Minutes 

PRESENT ABSENT GUESTS 
Dr. Robert North Jamal Epps Khary Barnes (DPE) 
Joshua Pristaw Jake Foley Natasha Trivers (DPPS) 
Brittany Mullings Douglas Snyder Linda Jones Easton (DPPS) 
Gregory Weston Ken Weiller Kent Anker (DPPS) 
Alastair Wood Carlos Mojica (DPPS) 
Sean Windsor Jonathan Howard (DPPS) 
Stephen Gordon Anita Ntem (DPPS) 
Trevor Gibbons Karen Daniels (CSBM) 
Roger Berg* Svetlana Gnesina (CSBM) 
Brian Berger* Raj Thakkar* (CSBM) 
*By phone, not counted for 
quorum 

Dr. Robert North, Board Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 8:20 a.m. The Board discussed the 
need to approve the minutes from the previous two meetings, formally approve the Management 
Agreement that had been agreed to by the Executive Committee, to give Dr. North the authority to 
remove a School Leader between meetings if the need arises, and to authorize DPPS to submit the annual 
reports for each of the charters in DPNY and to submit the renewal requests for DPCS and BP. 

MOTION: Motion to approve minutes from the April and May meetings.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

MOTION: Motion to approve the 2019-20 Management Agreement.  

Motion passed unanimously.  

MOTION: Motion to, pursuant to Section 2(o) of the Management Agreement to authorize the Chair to 
approve leadership changes between meetings should the need arise. 

Motion passed unanimously.  
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Bronx Expansion Update 
Mr. Howard introduced himself to the Board and walked the Board through the Bronx expansion 
business case describing how there was a demand for elementary school seats in the Bronx. He described 
the basic financial model and the facilities funding issues. Mr. Anker updated the Board on the facilities 
application and appeal to the Commissioner of Education. Ms. Trivers explained that we were focused on 
charter “deserts” in the Bronx and not where Success or Boys Prep was already located. The Board stated 
that it wanted to be informed about the process and to be helpful in any continuing conversations about 
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It is hereby RESOLVED that the Executive Committee is authorized to review, and shall have 
the authority to approve, the Audited Financial Statements of Democracy Prep New York 
Charter Schools. 

Ms. Daniels then informed the Board regarding dormant accounts that had been maintained for 
dissolution purposes for DPH and DPCS and described her and Linda Jones Easton’s efforts to recover 
funds from each of those accounts at TD Bank. She further described the need to consolidate and 
rationalize DPNY’s reserve accounts and to resolve the signers for each of DPNY’s accounts at TD 
Bank, Citibank, and JP Morgan Chase, among other institutions. 

The Board agreed that those accounts and signers needed to be amended. 

MOTIONS to dissolve reserve accounts, transfer funds from those accounts, remove authorized 
signers, and approve new accounts and signers: 

WHEREAS, the Board was informed by CSBM of the existence of multiple accounts for 
Democracy Prep New York Charter Schools’ component schools; and 
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RESOLVED, that each of Brian Berger, Joshua Pristaw, Douglas Snyder and Khary Barnes is 
hereby designated as a Vice Chair of the Board.  This resolution shall supersede any prior 



 

 

       

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

   

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

   
 

  
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

       

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

  

 

 
  

 
 

   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

   
  

 

 

 
 

  

RESOLVED, that Jordan Stenzel, Director of Network Operations, be appointed as the Democracy 
Prep New York Charter Schools Records Access Officer. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

Taino Subleases 

Mr. Berg and Mr. Anker then discussed the proposed Second Amended Subleases between Democracy 
Prep Public Schools Inc. as Sublandlord and Democracy Prep New York Charter Schools as Subtenant, 
covering the leases by Democracy Prep Endurance High and Harlem Prep High at Taino Towers.  Mr. 
Berg and Mr. Anker confirmed that DPPS and DPNY were in substantial agreement on the form and 
substance of the document.  In order to permit submission of the final document to the authorizers and 
proceed as rapidly as possible with the process to obtain reimbursement of rentals under the New York 
State facilities reimbursement program, Mr. Berg and Mr. Anker proposed that the Board approve the 







 

 

       

  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

   

   
    

   
    

    
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   

   
   

   

  



 

 

       

  

    
 

 
   

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

  
  
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

   
  
  

 
 

 
  
     
 
    
  

 
 

  
 

  
    

there are working groups in place to discuss different variations of the reopening of schools and she’ll 
provide more details in the July board meeting. 

Kent Anker, Executive Vice President, 



 

 

       

  

  
 

 
 

  
 

   
  

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

  
  

 
 

 

 

  
 

  
  

 
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 
   

  
 

DPNY employees and authorization for the Executive Committee to adjust the Budget by modifying 
those percentages if it deemed any such modification to be appropriate and fiscally prudent. 

Motion approved unanimously. 

Community and Family Committee 

Dr. North reported that Brittany Mullings, Chair of the Community and Family Committee, had 
reviewed and provided feedback on the Scholar and Family Handbook and the Personnel Handbook. 

Josh Pristaw, board member, made a motion to approve the Scholar and Family Handbook and the 
Personnel Handbook. 






























