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New York State’s Commissioner’s Advisory Panel for Special Education Services 

February 29 – March 1, 2024, Meeting Minutes 

 

New York State’s (NYS) Commissioner’s Advisory Panel for Special Education Services (CAP) 
held its scheduled spring meeting on February 29 - March 1, 2024, through a hybrid in-
person/remote model at the New York State Education Department (NYSED) building in Albany, 
NY.  

MEETING OF CAP, Thursday, February 29, 2024, at 11:00 A.M. 

Members Who Participated:  

Remote participants: Kimberly Clarke, Chad Colarusso, Harold Dean, Jacie Feuer, Tia Jackson, 
Stacy Denise Lyles, Jennifer Pankowski 

In-person participants: Alicia Bockmier, Timothy Bromirski, Andrea DeMeo, Kristin Dudek, Janety 
Encarnación, Amy Frank, MaryJo Ginese, Michelle Gode, Andrew Jordan, Jaime, Maistros, 
Suzanne Pearson, Raymond Pierce, Raquel Schmidt, Sharada Veerubhotla, Danielle Williams, 
Joshua Woodworth  

The following NYSED staff also participated in the meetings: Assistant Commissioner, Office of 
Special Education (OSE), Christopher 
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Support 2.0 system (DMS.2.0). The September 2023 Differentiated Monitoring and Support 
(DMS) Report for New York was shared and the corrective actions were discussed. 

¶ NYSED released a series of literacy briefs that focus on the science of reading. These 
briefs may be used to strengthen knowledge of evidence-based literacy practices in PK-12 
education. 

¶ The 2024-2025 State Education Department Budget and Legislative Initiatives proposal 
presented at the November 2023 Board of Regents meeting was discussed. The budget 
proposal outlines the budget and legislative priorities that support education, higher 
education, the professions, cultural education, and adult education programs as well as 
services/supports for individuals with disabilities. Discussions about the needs of students 
and elements of the Budget relevant to students with disabilities across New York took 
place. CAP members were encouraged to review the presentation given to the Board of 
Regents and to contact their legislators as individuals and as a state advisory panel to 
support budget and legislative priorities. 
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Two small group breakout sessions were held for subcommittees to reflect on and discuss the 
guiding questions presented during presentations. Members regathered as a large group and 
identified the following themes related to unmet needs: 

¶ Funding 

¶ Transition planning at all ages/grades 

¶ Due Process 

¶ ELL services and support 

¶ Parent education/engagement 

Closing: 

Vice chairperson Dudek thanked members for their participation, reminded members to complete 
the online survey, and look for updates.  

Dawn Kalleberg shared proposed meeting dates for 2024-2025 CAP year: 

¶ October 24-25, 2024 (in person only) 

¶ Feb 27-28, 2025 (virtual option)  

¶ May 29-30, 2025 (in person only) 

 
Chairperson Williams adjourned the February 29-March1, 2024 CAP meeting at 11:50 AM.  
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