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Recent years have brought growing focus on the term “Science of Reading.” Importantly, this increased attention and momentum �K�D�V���X�Q�G�H�U�V�F�R�U�H�G���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R���E�U�L�Q�J���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L���F���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V���D�Q�G�����Q�G�L�Q�J�V���W�R���O�L�W�H�U�D�F�\���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q����But as the term has gained momentum, so too have some myths and misconceptions. Educators, leaders, policymakers, and publishers are grappling with the Science of Reading’s implications for their work and leadership—and it’s crucial they understand common myths, and work to avoid the associated pitfalls. 

The Science of Reading-refers to 

one instructional approach, i.e., it is 

a tangible program or curriculum. 

M Y T H  # 1  The Science of Reading-signals that reading-instruction should focus on 

teaching-skills-in isolation. 

M Y T H  # 2  FA C T :  The term Science of Reading-refers to 50+ years of interdisciplinary-research. The term’s value-add is to remind us to draw very-�F�O�R�V�H�O�\���R�Q���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�����Q�G�L�Q�J�V�����S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�����D�Q�G��practices when designing-and implementing-literacy-instruction and supports. The Science �R�I���5�H�D�G�L�Q�J���U�H���H�F�W�V���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���L�Q���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q����psychology, linguistics, neuroscience, speech and language pathology, sociology, implementation science, and more. 

FACT: Effective curriculum and pedagogical approaches match goals and target-skills-with the appropriate instructional strategies, ranging-from isolated practice to integrated application. This daily work is always-in service of the ultimate goal: to develop learners’-skills-and competencies that support higher-order thinking-and knowledge building. 
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Reflect and Analyze: 

Which myths and facts challenged your thinking about the Science of Reading? How has your 


