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OVERVIEW OF INSTRUCTIONALLY EMBEDDED ASSESSMENTS 
TRANSCRIPT 

Slide 8  There are several benefits to teachers. Instructionally embedded 
assessments give teachers a context for which to plan and build their 
instruction targeting the Essential Elements. They provide teachers with 
experience administering testlets and improve familiarity of the 
assessment system as a whole and its tools and resources. They also 
provide teachers immediate feedback on student performance. 

Slide 9  Using instructionally embedded assessments is beneficial to students as 
well as teachers. These assessments help students gain familiarity with 
taking DLM assessments. Students may experience less assessment 
anxiety when they are comfortable with using the computer for 
assessment, and they give students more opportunities to show what 
they have learned and what they can do. 

Slide 10  The process for using instructionally embedded assessments involves 
these steps: choose, instruct, assess, and evaluate the results to 
determine the next steps. 

First, the teacher chooses one or more Essential Elements in the 
Instruction and Assessment Planner, which is a special tool available in 
Kite Educator Portal. Then, the teacher uses the information provided in 
the Instruction and Assessment Planner and on the DLM website to plan 
and implement instruction. When the teacher determines adequate 
instruction has been provided, the teacher confirms the Essential 
Element assignment in the Instruction and Assessment Planner, which 
then and only then makes a testlet available for the student to take in 
Student Portal. 

Each time the student completes a testlet in Student Portal, the teacher 
accesses the results in Educator Portal and makes a decision: Is more 
instruction needed, and should the student be reassessed later on the 
same Essential Element and linkage level? Or, should a different linkage 
level be chosen? If instruction continues, might the student achieve a 
higher level? From there, the cycle of steps is repeated across the 
assessment window at the teacher’s discretion. This process emphasizes 
the connection between instruction and assessment. 
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OVERVIEW OF INSTRUCTIONALLY EMBEDDED ASSESSMENTS 
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Slide 14  Next, we will walk through the Instruction and  Assessment Planner and  
the process for selecting Essential Elements for instruction, assigning  
testlets, and feedback that is provided.  

Inside the Instruction and Assessment Planner, all students rostered to 
the teacher are listed by grade and can be filtered. Shown here is 
information for two students in grade 5. 

At the top of the table for each student are buttons for the student’s First 
Contact Surv



 
     

 
 
 

  

 
 

  
 

 
  

 

 
 

   
  

 
 

   
  

 

 

  
 

 

  

OVERVIEW OF INSTRUCTIONALLY EMBEDDED ASSESSMENTS 
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Slide 17  When ready to assess the student, the teacher returns to the Instruction 
and Assessment Planner, selects the kabob again, and selects either 
Instruction Complete Assign Testlet or Instruction Complete Do Not 
Assign Testlet. Assigning a testlet means a testlet for the chosen 
Essential Element and linkage level will be available for the student in 
Student Portal and cannot be canceled at this point. Not assigning a 
testlet is selected when the teacher has decided to forego the chosen 
linkage level for another option. 

Slide 18  When a testlet is assigned, it is placed in Testlet Assigned status in the 
Instruction and Assessment Planner along with the date the action took 
place. Then after the student takes the testlet in Student Portal, the 
Instruction and Assessment Planner indicates the testlet has been 
completed along with the date it was completed. Additionally, if the 
student mastered the assessment content, the linkage level card will 
have a star and read Completed: Mastered. If the student did not master 
the assessed skills, the card will read Completed: Not Mastered and will 
have an X by it. 

Slide 19  On-demand progress reports are available in Educator Portal for 
instructionally embedded assessments taken. They are accessed by 
selecting Alternate Assessment under the Reports tab, then Student 
Progress under the Instructionally Embedded tab. Notice a class roster 
report is also available. 

Results from instructionally embedded assessments taken can help the 
teacher evaluate and determine the next steps for the student. Perhaps 
the student would benefit from continued instruction on the assessed 
Essential Element and linkage level. Perhaps the student is ready for 
instruction on a higher linkage level. Or, maybe the student should be 
reassessed at a lower linkage level. These options are decisions for the 
teacher to make using the data from the instructionally embedded 
assessment results. 

Slide 20  The on-demand student progress report shows any and all linkage 
levels planned, assessed, and mastered. In the reports, level 1 is the 
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