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C Intermediate Low—Intermediate Mid 
 

 

Modern languages include any human language that has living, native speakers.  Modern languages are contrasted with classical languages, such as Latin, ancient Greek, ancient Hebrew, and others from earlier time periods in human 
history.  NYS delineates two (2) categories of modern languages based on the time needed for English speakers to develop proficiency, as informed by the Foreign Service Institute’s language learning timelines.  The following is a list of 
modern languages that are classified as “Category 1-2 languages”:  Afrikaans, Danish, Dutch, French, German, Haitian Creole, Indonesian, Italian, Malaysian, Norwegian, Portuguese, Romanian, Spanish, Swahili, and Swedish.  Students 
pursuing the NYSSB in a Category 1-2 language must demonstrate Intermediate High proficiency.  All other modern languages, including American Sign Language, are classified as Category 3
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ANCHOR STANDARD - Communication 
Learners communicate effectively in the target language in order to function in a variety of contexts and for multiple purposes.  
 

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS FOR MODERN LANGUAGES, CATEGORY 3-4 
Standard 3 - Presentational 
Communication:  Learners present 
information and ideas on a variety of 
topics adapted to various audiences of 
listeners, readers or viewers to 
describe, inform, narrate, explain, or 
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ANCHOR STANDARD – Cultures 
Learners use the target language to identify, describe, compare, and explain the practices, products, and perspectives of the cultures studied. 
 

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS FOR MODERN LANGUAGES, CATEGORY 3-4 
Standard 4 - Relating Cultural 
Practices and Products to 
Perspectives: Learners use the target 
language to identify, describe, and 
explain the practices and products of 
the cultures studied as well as the 
cultural perspectives they suggest. 

Checkpoint A 
Target Range: 

Checkpoint B 
Target Range: 

Checkpoint C 
Target Range: 

Guiding Question NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH NOVICE HIGH INTERMEDIATE LOW INTERMEDIATE LOW INTERMEDIATE MID 
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ANCHOR STANDARD – Cultures 
Learners use the target language to identify, describe, compare, and explain the practices, products, and perspectives of the cultures studied. 
 

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS FOR MODERN LANGUAGES, CATEGORY 3-4 

Standard 5 - Cultural Comparisons: 
Learners use the target language to 
compare the products and practices of 
the cultures studied and their own. 

Checkpoint A 
Target Range: 

Checkpoint B 
Target Range: 

Checkpoint C 
Target Range: 
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